
 
On Tuesday, October 17, 2017, Steve Delia (McFarland Johnson), Bill Kernan (Town of 
Middlebury Director of Operations), Chris Zeoli (Middlebury Tree Warden), John --- (SD 
Ireland), Cisco Herrera (VTrans), Susan Shashok (Middlebury Selectboard), Todd 
Dietrich (Neighbor) and Kathleen Ramsay (Town of Middlebury) met at the intersection 
of Forest Ridge Drive and School House Hill Road to review remediation plans associated 
with tree clearing in the Town right-of-way of Forest Ridge Drive. 
 
John from SD Ireland, who will be supervising the work crew, said that, starting 
tomorrow, the crew will use a mini-excavator to restore the slope of the site using on-site 
material to the greatest extent possible. Once the slope is restored, the area will be seeded 
and matted, and on-site, downed tree material will be chipped and spread over the 
disturbed area. 
 
Chris Zeoli, Middlebury Tree Warden, said that he is concerned about disturbing more of 
the slope during the process of restoring the slope and observed that top soil  may need 
to be hauled in given the depth of the cut in the bank. Chris specified that there be no 
additional removal of stumps.  Chris did support trimming the existing stumps, if 
necessary, but, again, no additional removal of stumps of any size.  Chris also suggested 
that damaged trees that are still standing should be retained and pruned by an arborist, 
in an effort to maintain as much of the remaining vegetation as possible. 
 
Todd Dietrich asked about installation of the hedge mentioned at one of the meetings he 
had attended in the winter.  Kathleen Ramsay said that, as Tree Warden, Chris Zeoli 
thought that retaining the understory would be more effective than planting a hedge – 
that is why he specified that damage to the understory was to be minimized.  Now there 
is no understory to grow and re-generate, Kathleen suggested re-visiting the need for 
plantings. 
 
Chris Zeoli expressed concern about putting equipment on the slope to plant trees after 
the slope is restored  -- once the slope is restored, no additional equipment should be 
allowed on site.  Hand planting bare root saplings would be the way to go, but hardly 
anyone does that any more, Chris noted. 
 
Steve Delia said that tree planting is not included in the State’s contract with SD Ireland 
at this point – only the remediation work – and suggested the Town reach out to Larry 
Lackey of the Agency of Transportation and Brian Bennett of McFarland Johnson to make 
the request for planting.  Kathleen said she would work with Chris Zeoli to develop a 
planting plan and reach out to Lackey and Bennett with the request. 
 
Chris will not be available to inspect the work for the next few days and Kathleen 
suggested that Dan Werner stop by during the day tomorrow and Thursday monitor 
progress and compliance with the restoration plan. 
 



After the meeting, Kathleen and Chris discussed the possibility of hand-planting white 
oak or similar species bare root saplings using volunteers and/or students.  Chris said the 
site could take 300 or so saplings and planting them this time of year is ideal.  There are a 
couple of potential sources of the saplings, which the Town could explore, if there is a 
willingness by the State to cover the expense. 
 


